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1. Purpose

The senior project is the culminating project of students preparing to graduate
from DC Everest Idea School.  The project should be an all-inclusive project focused on
all a student has learned in his/her time at Idea.  Some of that learning should include
mastery of the project process, research skills, note-taking, time management, use of
live resources, paper writing, presenting and many more.  A successful senior project
will combine all of these skills to justify a student’s readiness to graduate from Idea.

2. General Information

A student’s senior project begins with an idea.  This idea should be something
the student finds motivating and will allow the student to enthusiastically work through
this long-term project. Next, a proposal meeting that includes two advisors, a parent,
and at least one live resource who will play a significant role in the project’s completion.

All students should have their senior projects proposed no later than February 1.
This large-scale project will take up a majority of a student’s time in the final semester of
their career.  Allowing enough time to work through it is paramount.

3. Workshop:

All seniors will attend a one-day workshop that will outline the process,
procedures and expectations of the senior project research, paper, product and
presentation.

4. Project requirements:

Senior projects must:
a. Demonstrate a significant level of academic investment
b. Demonstrate the ability to understand and follow the project process
c. Demonstrate higher levels of thinking and application.  A senior will create,

invent, design, discover a product that will be the showcase of their project work
d. Demonstrate a senior’s highest level of work
e. Write a lengthy and thoughtful paper that summarizes research completed and

the process to get to completion
f. Complete a 30-minute presentation



5. Initial Proposal/Rationale:

A senior project proposal contains four parts:
a. Justification

i. Describes the general area of interest
ii. Outlines pre-research
iii. Explains why the topic was chosen
iv. Explains why this topic will be suitable and meet expectations

b.  Thesis
i.  What is your main idea?
ii.  What are you attempting to prove or show?

c.  A detailed description of the product
i.  What is it?
ii. How long will it take?
iii. What resources may be needed?
iv. Why is it challenging?
v. What skills will be necessary?
vi. Why accomplish it?

vii. What do you hope to take away from this project?
d. Mentor involvement

i. Who will your mentor be?
ii. How will your mentor support you in this project?

6. Proposal meeting

A proposal meeting is required for all senior projects.  The proposal meeting will
review the project proposal/rationale, add additional questions and discuss the timeline
for the project.  At the meeting, all seniors will need to arrange to have 2 advisors, 1
parent and a live resource present.  Seniors should be prepared to justify the project.

7. Research process

Research is an important element of project-based learning.  The senior project
is no exception.  The research for this project may take on many different forms, but the
focus should be on learning.  As the culminating work in a senior’s career, the ability to
show organization and planning in the research process is vital.  Because the research
may often happen in other places than in front of a computer, a student should think
about how to best document the learning (i.e.--pictures, videos, notes, audio recordings,



etc.)  Seniors should also be mindful that documenting their sources is of utmost
importance. A senior project without proper documentation is not acceptable.

8. Planning meeting

Upon completion of a senior’s research, a planning meeting is required.  This
meeting will include a senior’s entire project team.  Seniors should be prepared to share
what they have learned, display their notes and documentation of their sources and
discuss and changes to their product ideas or timeline.

Again, because this project can take on many different forms, students may
complete their research at different times during the course of the project.  As a general
rule, a senior should plan on completing their planning meeting no later than mid-April to
be on track to complete the project.

9. The research paper (Process paper)

A senior’s paper includes the following:
a. Clear thesis
b. Detailed description of student research
c. Detailed description of the student process
d. MLA formatting including a works cited page and parenthetical

documentation
e. 10 sources minimum--sources must include a live resource, a nonfiction

book and 3-5 professional journal articles
f. 8 or more pages
g. Clear conclusion

Again, this is a culminating work for our seniors.  The expectation is that this is the best
paper you have written.

10. The product

A senior project product must:
a. Be something the student produces
b. Directly related to the research completed
c. Indicates the student went beyond what he/she previously knew

Requirements
a. Must provide tangible evidence that a senior “stretched” his/her learning beyond

what was already known



b. Student-generated
c. Work with a mentor
d. A significant commitment of time to complete
e. Documentation of steps taken, time spent and learning

Considerations
a. Cost--if the product cannot be afforded, another choice may need to be made or

plans developed for how to complete it
b. Time--Can the product be completed in the outlined timeframe?
c. Display--The product must be demonstrated  and explained at Seniorpalooza.
d. Equipment--Is all necessary equipment available to you?
e. Non-tangible products (i.e.--service learning) can be discussed with advisors as

possible product ideas.

11. Oral Presentation

The senior project presentation is a 22-28 minute presentation delivered to the
community during Seniorpalooza.  The presentation should be well organized, planned
and rehearsed.  The more preparation that goes into the presentation, the better the
overall project will look and be.

To successfully complete the presentation, seniors can follow the outline below:

I. Introduction--should do something to grab your audience’s attention.  Get them
involved.  Make them think.  Make them laugh.  Get them engaged.

A. Name
B. Topic
C. Thesis
D. Why you chose the topic

II. Body
A. Summary of your research
B. Summary of your learning
C. Product display
D. Product explanation
E. Your process in completing the project

III. Conclusion
A. Takeaways
B. How did this project push you?
C. What did you learn about yourself?



D. Skills acquired
E. Thank yous
F. Questions

12. Timeline

Senior project idea November 2, 2021

Within 6 credits of graduating January 18, 2022

Proposal meeting January 25, 2022

Check-in 1 February 25, 2022

Check-in 2 March 17, 2022

Planning meeting April 8, 2022

Check-in 3 May 2, 2022

Presentation complete May 12, 2022

Presentation practice week May 16-18, 2022

Seniorpalooza May 19, 2022

Assessment meetings May 23, 2022

Graduation June 1, 2022


